As a Member of the Select Committee on Energy
Independence and Global Warming, | recently par-
ticipated in a fact finding mission to Greenland,
Germany, Belgium and the United Kingdom, where |
had the opportunity to meet with Swiss scientists and
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global solutions to
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associated with public health are reduced. grams for the green economy, such as energy efficiency and

renewable electricity technologies. This legislation creates both
a skilled work force and pathways out of poverty for many.
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Perchlorate | Cesar Chavez
| introduced H.R. 1747 to ensure our drinking water is safe | H.R. 359 legislation | introduced to honor the life of Cesar
from rocket fuel. Known as perchlorate, this contaminant can | Chavez was passed by the full U.S. House of Representatives
risk the health of pregnant women and children by blockingthe | | on July 9, 2007. This legislation allows the National Park
ability of the thyroid to absorb iodine, which is needed for nor- | | Service to trace landmarks significant in Chavez’s life and rec-
mal human health and development. Since 1997, 456 drinking | | ommend ways to honor and recognize him in our nation’s
water sources in California have been found with perchlorate Q parks. There are currently no historical, geographic, or cultural
confamination, including more than 100 in Los Angeles County. | | designations recognizing the Latino community in the National T
) | Park Service. This legislation provides an outstanding opportu- e
A e g = = . . | nity to correct this injustice, by demonstrating and interpreting >
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~ | Each year in California alone there are 9,000 premature === = - =
- | deaths, 2,400 hospitalizations, 140,000 cases of asthma, | \—'--:;;;
- '! and 980,000 lost days of work as a result of poor air quality. Green Jobs e
| Despite efforts to clean Py Gt hd.lf of such death§ will i The green economy is a billion dollar economic sector. | believe |
g occurin the Los Angeles air basin. That is why | recently infro- £ 44 55 our nation invests heavily in innovation and new green ————
du;ed the Marlne‘Vessel Emission Reduction Ad (HR. 2548)' |1 technology, we must ensure both that workers are skilled on this ——
| which would require the EPA to reduce pollution from contain- =4 ¢, technology and that those unskilled and underserved work- |
| erships and other vessels at our nation’s ports. This legislation i ers have an opportunity to advance as our nation’s economy [
= Yvill ensure that as our economy grows our public health || advances. That is why | introduced H.R. 2847, the Green Jobs ==
improves, our workers have a safer environment, and costs g Act of 2007, legislation to invest in work force training pro-
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Congresswoman Solis speaks to a health care profes-
sional about health disparities among groups of color.

Despite improvements in life expectancy and
overall health, communities of color continue to
suffer from significant disparities. That is why |
recently intfroduced H.R. 3014, comprehensive
legislation to reduce racial and ethnic health
disparities. This bi-partisan legislation address-
es the importance of language access, health
professions training, data collection, and health
coverage for immigrants.

COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS

| recently introduced the Community Health Workers
Act of 2007 (H.R. 1968), to support the efforts of
community health workers, also known as promo-
toras de salud, making them eligible for grants
through the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services and the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. Community health workers reach out to
underserved communities in ways that the current
health care system cannot. These non-raditional
methods help improve the health status of uninsured
populations.

HEALTHY PLACES BILL

Environmental hazards such as
air pollution and lack of green
space lead to poor health condi-
tions, including asthma and obe-
sity. The San Gabriel Valley has
less than one-half an acre per
1,000 people — eight times less
than the amount needed to posi-
tively impact health. We need to
improve the air we breathe and
the water we drink and to

. . Congresswoman Solis visits a park in the
increase opportunities for green iy of Baldwin Park to discuss the Healthy

space. Legislation | infroduced, the  PlacesAct.
Healthy Places Act of 2007 (H.R.

398), will provide grants for com-

munities fo improve their environmental health. Also, a
study | commissioned (Public Law 108-042) will help
find ways to create more outdoor opportunities in our
own neighborhoods. Together we can improve both
our health and our environment.

SCHIP REAUTHORIZATION

As the Chair of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus
Task Force on Health and the Environment, and a
member of the House Energy and Commerce
Committee, one of my biggest priorities is for the reau-
thorization of the State Children’s Health Insurance
Program (SCHIP). SCHIP will help provide health care
coverage to millions of eligible low-income but unin-
sured children, protect Medicare beneficiaries’ access
to care by improving payments to doctors, and make
Medicare more affordable for low-income seniors.
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GAS PRICES

As the price at the gas pump rises above $3.00
a gallon, California families are hurting — while
oil companies continue to reap gigantic profits
and oil executives receive astronomical pay-
checks. As a Member of the Select Committee on
Energy Independence and Global Warming and
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, | am
committed to reducing emissions that cause cli-
mate change, obtaining the refunds California’s
consumers deserve, and promoting innovation
and job investments.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Minority and low-income communities across our
nation suffer disproportionately from environmen-
tal contaminants in their neighborhoods. | am
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safe places. | introduced the

Environmental Act of 2007 (H.R. 1103) to protect
the right of communities to know what is being
released in their neighborhood, and ensuring that
federal agencies are protecting our nation’s most
vulnerable communities.

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS/CAREER DAY
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| was proud to serve as the keynote speaker at
the first annual Baldwin Park High School
Environmental Awareness/Career Day on June
Ist.  The event, hosted by the National
Hispanic Environmental Council gave students
an opportunity to learn about topics and
careers associated with the environmental and
natural resources fields. It featured exhibits by
Los Angeles area environmental agencies, as
well as local green groups, corporations, and
others. A major national investment in renew-
able energy could create 3 million green collar
jobs over a 10 year period.
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