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ISSUES

The Honorable John Ashcroft

Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Ave, N.-W., Room 1145
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Attorney General Ashcroft:

I am writing regarding the case of Maria Suarez (Alien # 36640042). It is my understanding that
Ms. Suarez' case is currently before the Executive Office of Immigration Review in San Pedro,
California. To the extent that you have oversight over this matter and in accordance with the laws
and regulations regarding it, I hope you will give full and fair consideration to Ms. Suarez' case.

Ms. Suarez, who entered the United States legally at the age of fifteen, is scheduled for deportation
because of a 1981 conviction for the first-degree murder of Anselmo Covarrubias. However,
California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger granted parole to Ms. Suarez on December 16, 2003,
after the California Board of Prison Terms found that Ms. Suarez was the victim of severe
battering by Covarrubias. Unfortunately, the Battered Woman's Syndrome defense did not exist at
the time of Ms. Suarez' trial.

It is my understanding that Ms. Suarez, shortly after entering the United States, was sold by an
unknown woman for $200 to Covarrubias, who used her as a sex slave and housekeeper.
Covarrubias imprisoned, beat and raped her. The Board of Prison Terms has called Ms. Suarez'
experience "one of the most egregious instances of Battered Woman's Syndrome that [it has]
investigated."

Again, to the extent you have oversight over Ms. Suarez' case, [ hope you will give it full and fair
consideration in conformity with the laws and regulations covering it. Your attention to this
matter is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
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HILDA L. SOLIS
Member of Congress
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